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Hebrews 

Introduction 
  

  

Hebrews is a book filled with doctrine and exhortation. It both encourages and 

condemns. It reveals the truth and exposes error. The material in the book is rich and is 

just as applicable today as it was over 1900 years ago. 

 

The human author of the book is unknown, though many believe it was Paul. It is of little 

importance which man wrote it, as long as we know God was the originator of its truth. 

The book was written around 63 A.D. to Hebrew Christians in danger of turning back to 

the Law of Moses. 

 

The author lays the groundwork in chapters 1 to 4. He establishes the deity of Christ in 

1, the humanity of Christ in 2, the danger of rebellion and unbelief in 3, and the 

remaining promised rest in 4. In the following six chapters, 5 to 10, detailed arguments 

are made which show the preeminence of Christ and the New Law over Moses and the 

Old Law—with warnings inner mixed. 

  

In chapter 11 the author illustrates faith by citing Old Testament worthies. Next, he puts 

matters in perspective, in chapter 12, by exhorting us to look to Christ, endure 

chastening, remain steadfast, and consider the greatness of the new over the old. 

Finally, in chapter 13, he gives an assortment of admonitions, including submission to 

elders. 
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Questions & Discussion 
  

  

 

1. What was the condition of Judaism at the time Hebrews was written? 

 

 

 

  

  

  

2. From the first century Jews’ perspective, compare Judaism to Christianity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What practical impact does Hebrews have on religion today?  What groups and 

doctrines are most affected? 

 

 

  

  

  

  

4. Whether you have read the book recently or it has been a long time, what themes or 

thoughts stand out to you the most? (Try to do this before looking at the overview page). 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 1 
 

Memory:  1:1-2 

 

Theme: Jesus’ deity 

 

 

The chapter begins by showing the position and power of Christ. He is God’s 

spokesman and now sits at His right hand (1:1, 4). Jesus does not speak directly to us.  

Rather, He sent the Holy Spirit to guide the apostles into all truth (Jn. 16:13). The Spirit 

guided specific men to write specific things for the benefit of all mankind (1 Cor. 2:7-13). 

These writings, which constitute the word of God, are preserved by God’s providence (1 

Pet. 1:22-25).   

 

The writer tells us that through Jesus the worlds were made (1:2). God the Father was 

the architect, inasmuch as He was the planner. God the Son was the builder, that is, He 

brought the universe into existence (Col. 1:16, 17; Jn. 1:1-3). God the Holy Spirit was 

the finisher (Gen. 1:2). The same basic pattern is true for the plan of salvation. God the 

Father determined to do it; it was His eternal purpose (Eph. 3:9-11). God the Son 

enacted it with His sacrifice (Jn. 1:29). God the Holy Spirit finished it by revealing the 

gospel to man (Jn. 14:26). 

 

In the next section, verses 5 to 14, the writer quotes extensively from Psalms that show 

Jesus holds a unique relationship to God. God did not call an angel His “Son” (1:5). 

Angels are to worship Jesus (1:6). Perhaps the strongest statement is in verse 8 where 

God said to His Son, “Your throne, O God…” Thus, proving Jesus is divine, unlike the 

angels. The divine quality of Jesus’ eternal existence is highlighted in verses 10 to 12. 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. How does God speak to you today? 

 

 

 

 

2. When are the “last days” (1:1; cf. Acts 2:16-21; 1 Tim. 4:1-5)? 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain Jesus’ role in creation. Was Jesus a created being as some claim? Why or 

why not? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why is it significant to note that angels worship Jesus and are His servants (1:6, 7)? 

 

 

 

 

5. Hebrews 1:9 says that Jesus loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. Find a 

couple of examples of this in His life. 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 2 
 

Memory: 2:18 

 

Theme: Jesus’ humanity 

 

The writer warned the Hebrews to “give the more earnest heed to the things” they had 

heard (2:1). The danger was they would drift away and suffer the consequences (2:2). 

That same problem exists in every age. Israel experienced this after the passing of 

Joshua’s generation (Judges 2:10). Second and third generation Christians are usually 

not as strong as their parents or grandparents. 

 

The things the Hebrews had heard were from God, as the “signs and wonders” proved 

(2:3, 4). Hence, we learn miracles were for the purpose of confirming the Word of God. 

Mark made note of this at the close of his book (Mk. 16:20). Since all truth has been 

revealed, the purpose for miracles no longer exists (2 Pet. 1:3; Jude 3). Those who 

claim “signs and wonders” today unwittingly undermine the completeness of God’s 

revelation. 

 

The writer discusses Jesus’ humanity in verses 5 to 18. He begins by quoting Psalm 

8:4-6, to show Jesus was made “a little lower than the angels.” It is a “dual” purpose 

prophecy. It was immediately applicable to mankind, but remotely, and spiritually, to the 

Son of God. Another “dual” purpose prophecy is found in 2 Samuel 7:12-16. It initially 

applied to Solomon, but ultimately foretold of the Christ. 

 

Jesus tasted death for every man (2:9). The suffering He experienced made Him 

“perfect” (2:10). This perfection was not moral, because He was already perfect in that 

sense. Rather, it made Him perfect as in “fitting” or “suitable” as the Savior and 

Mediator—“a merciful and faithful High Priest” (2:17). He partook of flesh and blood like 

the children, and now helps those who are tempted (2:18). 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

 

1. What battles have Christians faced in the past that their children and grandchildren 

might not appreciate and therefore drift? 

 

 

 

 

2. All things are in subjection to Christ (2:8). List some (hint: Eph. 1:21-23). What is the 

last thing to be put in subjection to Him (give Scripture)? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What part of Calvinism is destroyed by the statement “that He…might taste death for 

everyone” (2:9)? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In what sense was Jesus made perfect through suffering (2:10)? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Who is the seed of Abraham? Be specific and cite Scripture. 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 3 
 

Memory: 3:12 

 

Theme: Unbelief 

 

The “Apostle and High Priest of our confession” is Jesus Christ (3:1). He was faithful in 

His service to God, as was Moses. However, since Jesus is a builder of the house and 

Moses was just part of the house, Jesus is superior to Moses (3:2, 4). We are in Christ’s 

house, the church, if we “hold fast” (3:6; cf. Eph. 2:11-22; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

 

The writer states an eternal truth, “every house is built by someone” (3:4). This is true of 

a log cabin in the woods, a mansion on the golf course, or children’s fort in the woods. It 

is also true concerning the house of mankind, the earth. It was built by Someone, not 

“no one” (Gen. 1:1; Psa. 19:1-6). An atheist will deny a cabin appeared by random 

chance, yet at the same time say the earth, with its abundant life, did. Truly the fool has 

said, “There is no God” (Psa. 14:1). 

 

Just as Jesus is faithful over His own house, the Holy Spirit admonished the Hebrews to 

be faithful (3:7-11; cf. Psa. 95:7-11). The Israelites in general did not believe God’s 

word, nor were they convinced by God’s works. As a result, they were killed in the 

wilderness over a 40-year period. Hence, the warning to the Hebrews was plain—

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from 

the living God” (3:12). As Christians, we need to take heed lest we fall (1 Cor. 10:12). 

We need to encourage one another and help each other see sin for what it is, evil. 

 

Disbelief and disobedience go hand-in-hand. The Israelites did not obey because they 

did not believe (3:18, 19). Many people today do not obey because they do not believe 

(Mk. 16:16). 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. Christians are partakers of the “heavenly calling.” Find other references to our 

“calling,” to describe what it is and what our responsibilities are. 

 

 

 

2. The Hebrew writer said “hold fast.” What will help us do this? 

 

 

 

3. How can Christians exhort one another? 

 

 

 

4. In what ways does the Bible teach that we are partakers of Christ and what does that 

mean for us (hint: 2 Pet. 1:4; 1 Pet. 4:13; 1 Cor. 10:16, 17; Eph. 1:3; 3:6)? 

 

 

 

5. Consider unbelief and its consequences (3:17). What applications can be made or 

examples given today? 

 

 

Do not believe Will not 

In the church Attend or respect it 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 4 
 

Memory: 4:9 

 

Theme: Remaining rest 

 

Hebrews 3 stated that ancient Israel did not enter the rest God promised to them, 

because of their unbelief. The writer continued this thought in chapter 4. He tells us of a 

promised rest that remains (Heb. 4:1). This rest is not Canaan land, nor is it the 

Sabbath (Heb. 4:1-8). At the time Hebrews was written, men had already entered the 

Promised Land and enjoyed a general rest, especially under king David, and observed 

the Sabbath rest specifically. The rest that remains is found in death and the blessings 

that follow for the child of God (Heb. 4:9, 10; cf. Rev. 14:13). 

 

We must be “diligent to enter that rest” (Heb. 4:11). Diligence in seeking God and His 

blessings is encouraged throughout the New Testament (Heb. 11:6; 2 Pet. 1:5; 2 Tim. 

2:15; 2 Pet. 1:10). This does not mean we work to earn God’s blessings, but that we 

zealously pursue righteousness (cf. Titus 2:11-15). 

 

After warning the Hebrews about failing and falling like the Israelites, the writer tells 

them God’s word is like a sword (Heb. 4:11, 12). It will reveal their true heart (Acts 2:37; 

7:54). Our acceptance or rejection of God’s Word, belief or unbelief, is known to God 

(Heb. 4:13). Nothing we think, say, or do is missed by the Almighty. 

 

The chapter closes with great encouragement. Jesus Christ faced temptation, just like 

us, and resisted (Heb. 4:14, 15). We can look to Him for our perfect example and know 

it is possible to turn away from sin (Matt. 4:1-10). This affords us boldness before God 

as we turn to Him for help in time of need (Heb. 4:16). 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. What are we to fear (4:1)? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why did the message heard by ancient Israel not profit them (4:2)? Does this happen 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What attitude or disposition is needed to enter the promised rest (4:11)? Where else 

is this disposition discussed in the Bible and to what is it specifically applied? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Discuss the power of God’s word and the two reactions men have to it (4:12). 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How and for what, specifically, do we come before the throne of grace (4:14-16)? 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 5 
 

Memory: 5:9 

 

Theme: Jesus, our High Priest 

 

A high priest makes offerings to God (5:1). Aaron and his descendents did this long 

ago. They offered burnt offerings, peace offerings, trespass offerings, etc. for the people 

(Lev. 1-7). They did not do this from a morally superior position, as they were weak like 

other men (5:2). This is well illustrated with Aaron’s fault with the golden calf (Ex. 32:1-

24). Similarly, two of his sons failed to observe God’s will and were struck dead (Lev. 

10:1, 2). Because of the weakness of the high priests, they had to offer sacrifices for the 

people and themselves (5:3; cf. Lev. 9:8, 15). 

 

The high priesthood was not a matter for men to decide. Rather, it was God who chose 

Aaron and his sons (5:4). Likewise, Jesus was chosen by God to be our High Priest 

(5:5). It was a matter of prophecy fulfilled only after His advent and suffering on earth 

(5:5-8; cf. Phil. 2:5-11). 

 

When in the midst of great anguish, Jesus cried to God for help and was heard (5:7). 

Though God heard Jesus’ prayer, He did not grant His request (5:8). The reason for this 

is because both God’s justice and mercy could only be satisfied with the perfect 

sacrifice (Rom. 3:21-26). Too, in His suffering, Jesus was “perfected” as a Savior and 

High Priest (5:9). 

 

At the close of the chapter, there is another admonition to the Hebrews. They ought to 

have been teachers, but were not (5:12-14). This is a chronic problem among Christians 

of all ages; being children when they ought to be adults. In such a condition, they 

cannot discern between good and evil, but are tossed about with every wind of doctrine 

(Eph. 4:11-16). 

  



ImplantedWord.com/hebrews 

Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. How can 5:2 apply to us? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why was Jesus heard, what was the answer, and what does this mean for our 

prayers (5:7)? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. For whom is eternal salvation (5:9)? Give specific examples of what is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Why did the writer not say “much” about Christ (5:11)? How is this same thing seen 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Find passages that encourage Christians to grow and become teachers, and be 

prepared to discuss them. 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 6 
 

Memory: 6:11 

 

Theme: Danger of Apostasy & Assurance of The Promise 

 

The Hebrews needed to go beyond the basic principles of the gospel (Heb. 6:1). They 

still needed instruction on repentance, faith, baptism, laying on of hands, resurrection, 

and eternal judgment. Many Christians today need the same teaching, never having 

been grounded in these fundamental issues. As a result, their ability to teach their 

neighbors and refute erroneous ideas is hindered. 

 

Apostasy is discussed next (something related to a lack of understanding of truth). The 

writer mentions it is “impossible” for an apostate to be renewed to repentance (Heb. 6:4-

6). Many people wonder why it is “impossible” when the Bible teaches anyone can 

change and turn back to God. The answer is in the context. One view is that these were 

people who had spiritual gifts but were so corrupt they turned their back on God. 

Another view, and one in more harmony with the context, is that the Hebrews had 

turned to Christ for salvation — enlightened, tasted the heavenly gift, partakers of the 

Holy Spirit, tasted the good word of God, and powers of the age to come — but were in 

danger of turning away from this to the Old Law. Such men were rejecting Christ as the 

avenue to salvation and essentially killing Him again (Heb. 6:6). They were doomed for 

destruction because they believed they were right and saw no need to repent (Heb. 6:7, 

8). 

 

After the warning, the writer said he thought better of the Hebrews; that they would hold 

on (Heb. 6:9-12). He then reassures them of God’s faithfulness (Heb. 6:13-20). We will 

enter heaven as God has promised. However, we must patiently endure like Abraham. 

As we hold the hope of eternal life in our heart, it will act as an anchor for the soul 

during the storms of life.  
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. Find passages that address the “elementary principles” and be prepared to briefly 

discuss them (6:1, 2). 

 

 

 

 

 

2. For what other reasons do men apostatize from the faith, besides turning to the Old 

Law (6:4-6)? Cite passages. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What can cause us to become sluggish and how do we prevent it (6:11, 12)? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What are the “two immutable things” (6:18)? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. List examples from the Bible where men and women had an “anchor of the soul” 

(6:19). 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 7 
 

Memory: 7:12 

 

Theme: Priesthood of Melchizedek 

 

The previous chapter closed by mentioning Jesus is a “High Priest forever according to 

the order of Melchizedek” (6:20). The writer now expands on this thought. Melchizedek 

was a king and priest during the time of Abraham. The sum total of his life is found in 

Genesis 14:18-20. Abraham had been to battle to save his nephew, Lot (Genesis 14:1-

17). On his way back from the fight, he met Melchizedek and paid tithes to him and was 

blessed by him (7:4-6). The Hebrew writer used this to show the superiority of 

Melchizedek to Abraham, and by inference the Levitical priesthood (7:7-10). Thus, since 

Jesus was after the order of Melchizedek, His priesthood is superior to the Levitical one. 

This was a shocking and sobering fact for the Hebrew, but extremely helpful in his 

proper view of the Old Law. 

 

The next point made by the writer is that since the priesthood has changed, so has the 

law (7:12-14). Jesus could not be a priest under the Law of Moses because He was 

from Judah, not Levi. Yet, He is now the High Priest. Therefore, the law has changed. 

Notice also the argument that silence does not permit, but prohibits, with regard to 

specific authority (7:14). In other words, when God specifies something, everything else 

in the same class is excluded. When He specified Levi, all other tribes were excluded 

from the priesthood. When God told Noah to build an ark of gopherwood, all other types 

of wood were prohibited. God did not have to name every other tribe or every other type 

of wood and say, “thou shalt not…” 

 

The rest of the chapter discusses the superiority of Christ’s priesthood as it is 

unchangeable (7:15-28). Included in this section is the idea of a “better hope” and 

“better covenant” (7:19, 22). 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. Parallel Melchizedek and Jesus (7:1-3). 

 Melchizedek   Jesus 

 King    King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Since the law has changed, what popular doctrines and practices are without 

authority (7:12)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If silence prohibits, what popular doctrines and practices are without authority? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What does it mean that Jesus is “able to save to the uttermost” (7:25)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. List and discuss the descriptions of Jesus in 7:26. 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 8 
 

Memory: 8:6 

 

Theme: The True Tabernacle 

 

For generations the Hebrews were told God’s dwelling place among men was a 

geographical and physical location. The original facility was the tabernacle Moses built 

in the wilderness. It was used until the time of Solomon when the first temple was 

erected. It was hard for the Hebrews to let this all go, but they desperately needed to. 

 

The old physical tabernacle was replaced by a new spiritual one, with a new High Priest 

(8:1, 2). God now dwells among men in the church (Acts 15:16, 17; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 

2:19-22). Therefore, to be in fellowship with God, one must be in the church, not 

Judaism (or any other religious system) because it was just a “copy” and “shadow” (8:3-

5). 

 

The Hebrew writer gave an admonition, as it was given to Moses, to “make all things 

according to the pattern” (8:5; cf. Ex. 25:40). The details of the tabernacle and its 

furnishings were extensive (Ex. 25-26). Yet, God expected Moses to be exacting in their 

construction. He expects no less today in regard to the church, which was founded on a 

“better covenant” with “better promises” under a better Mediator (Col. 3:17). 

 

The first covenant was good and served a specific purpose in God’s plan, but was 

“faulted” in that it could not justify man (Gal. 3:19-25). Though it was proper for its 

purpose, the people did not keep the first covenant so God disregarded them (8:7-9). 

Thus, God through Jeremiah prophesied of a New Covenant to be made with the house 

of Israel (8:10-12). By saying a “new covenant” it made the first obsolete (8:13). 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. List verses that show the church is the true tabernacle of God and be prepared for a 

brief discussion of them (8:2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In what specific areas is there a pattern for the church—cite Scripture (8:5)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are the “better promises” (8:6)? To what promises are they compared? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How does God put His laws in the minds and hearts of men—cite Scripture (8:10)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Why will none “teach his neighbor to know the Lord” in the new covenant (8:11)? 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 9 
 

Memory: 9:27 

 

Theme: The Superior Offering 

 

The old tabernacle with its vessels is described in verses 1 to 5. The service of the 

priests is discussed next (9:6-10). The priests in general served daily in the first part of 

the tabernacle, but only the High Priest went into the second, the Holiest of All, and at 

that, only once a year. This indicated “that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet 

made manifest while the first tabernacle was standing” (9:8). 

 

Christ came with the “greater and more perfect tabernacle,” not with the blood of 

animals, but with His own blood (9:11-12). His blood not only cleanses the sins of those 

who live on this side of the cross, but also those who lived before it (9:13-15). Too, His 

death and shed blood sealed the New Covenant, that is, ratified it; similar to Moses and 

the Old Covenant (9:16-22). 

 

In verses 23 to 28, we read of three “appearances” of Christ. He “did not enter the holy 

places made with hands,” but is now in heaven “to appear in the presence of God for 

us” (9:23). He did this after He appeared on earth “to put away sin by the sacrifice of 

Himself” (9:26). His third appearance will be at His second coming, when He will appear 

“apart from sin, for salvation” (9:28). This means He is not coming again to put away the 

sins of man, but to eternally redeem the souls of the faithful. 

 

We have an appointment with death (9:27). After death we will be judged. However, it is 

not immediately after death, but at Christ’s coming (cf. Matt. 25:14-46). In the judgment 

we will give an account for all things we have done in the body (2 Cor. 5:10). 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. The old tabernacle had “ordinances of divine service,” but was just a shadow of 

things to come (9:1-5; 8:5).  What impact does this have on the church and its work? 

 

 

 

2. Find other references in the New Testament to Christ’s blood and what it does (9:11, 

12). 

 

 

 

3. When did Christ’s covenant go into effect and name a common misconception this 

impacts (9:16). 

 

 

 

4. Can you name the religion and its doctrine that contradicts the idea of Christ being 

sacrificed once for sin (9:23, 26)?  If so, what are they? 

 

 

 

5. Cite verses other than the ones given in the text that tell us judgment does not occur 

immediately after death and/or the “reward” is not given until judgment. 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 10 
 

Memory: 10:23 

 

Theme: The Superior Offering & Warning Against Unbelief 

 

The first half of chapter 10 continues a discussion about Jesus being a superior offering; 

superior to the animals of the Old Testament (10:1-18).  The law was a shadow, unable 

to make men perfect, because the sacrifices were insufficient to remove sins (10:1-4).  

The Son of God had a body prepared for sacrifice according to the will of God (10:5-10).  

Hence, Premillennialism is utterly false.  The offering of Christ, being perfect, was only 

necessary once, not repeatedly like the offering of animals (10:11-18). 

 

The next section, verses 19 to 25, draws conclusions based on the superior sacrifice.  

We now have boldness to enter heaven by “the new and living way” (10:19, 20).  We 

can draw near to God in “full assurance” (10:22).  This is done only by having “our 

bodies washed with pure water,” that is, baptism—as opposed to the water mixed with 

other elements (cf. Heb. 9:13-21; Num. 19:9).  We must hold fast without wavering and 

consider one another (10:23-25). 

 

The final section urges faithfulness unto salvation (10:26-39).  When a Christian sins, 

there is no longer a sacrifice, but only wrath (10:26-31).  If we turn back, then, we will 

receive a “worse punishment” than that experienced under the Law of Moses.  Likewise, 

the Bible teaches “the latter end is worse than the first” (2 Pet. 2:18-22).  Two things will 

help us to endure, past victories and a better possession in heaven (10:32-34).  There 

are some things we have overcome, thus we can do it again, and something ahead that 

is worth striving for.  If we fail to persevere, God has no pleasure in us (10:35-39). 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

1. For what is Christ waiting and when will this come (10:13)? 

 

 

 

2. The writer mentions faith, hope, and love in 10:22-24.  Find other passages where 

these three are mentioned and be prepared to discuss them. 

 

 

 

3. Explain the three “let us” of 10:22-24. 

 

 

 

4. Of what three things is a Christian guilty when he sins (10:29). 

 

 

 

5. What are some specific things that can cause us to give up and not endure (10:32-

36)? 

 

 

 

6. Find the other three places in the Bible where it says “The just shall live by faith” 

(10:38).  Be prepared to discuss them briefly. 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 11 
 

Memory: 11:6 

 

Theme: Faith 

 

Chapter 11 is perhaps the best known chapter in Hebrews. It is a chapter of inspiration 

and comfort to the honest and sincere, and one of dismay and disgust to the dishonest. 

It defines faith as action by the concrete examples listed. The overall admonition is in 

11:6, “without faith it is impossible to please Him.” 

 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (11:1, 

NASB). This translation gives a better sense of the meaning of faith. It is not “evidence,” 

but is based on evidence. When we believe something, it means we are convicted. 

Conviction without evidence is foolishness and feeling, not faith. 

 

Beginning with Abel and ending with Samuel and the prophets, the writer lists a host of 

men and women who lived for the Lord (11:4-40). Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, etc., all 

acted when God spoke. They did this because they realized this world was not their 

home. They embraced the promises, did not look back, desired a better “heavenly 

country,” and, therefore, “God is not ashamed to be called their God” (11:13-16). Note 

the present tense of verse sixteen—though they are dead, they live (cf. Matt. 22:23-33)! 

 

This chapter not only builds our faith with examples, but also strengthens us by 

affirming the accuracy of the Old Testament: the creation (Gen. 1, 2; Psa. 33:6, 9), the 

flood (Gen. 6-8), the exodus (Ex. 12-20), etc. Men have claimed that a denial of the 

literalness of these historic accounts is not a “salvation issue.” In so doing, they 

contradict the Hebrew writer. To doubt their reality is to doubt God and His word. 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. We must diligently seek God (11:6). Find other passages on diligence and be 

prepared to discuss them. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Could Abraham see the end of the journey on which he went (11:8-10)? What 

lesson(s) can we learn from this? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What other passages describe us as pilgrims on earth (11:13)? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How did 11:15 apply to the Hebrews and how does it apply to us? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Match the events of 11:33-37 with Old Testament characters (A person may fit more 

than one event). 
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Hebrews 

Chapter 12 
 

Memory: 12:2 

 

Theme: Persevere 

 

Based on the great examples of faith and endurance, the Hebrew writer exhorts his 

readers to persevere (12:1, 2). To do so, “every weight, and the sin which so easily 

ensnares us” must be put aside, and we must look to Jesus. He suffered horribly, but 

was able to get through it by looking beyond it. Afterward, He was “rewarded” at the 

right hand of God. So it is for us. We need to look beyond the present trials and 

tribulations of life and see the great goal ahead of us, heaven. 

 

In 12:3-11, a parallel is drawn between God the Father and our earthly fathers. Both 

chasten their children out of love. Only the father who does not love does not chasten 

his children (Prov. 13:24; 19:18). To be without chastening is to be illegitimate. Many 

children are such, not because there is no man in the home, but because there is no 

father there. God, however, is our Father who cares for us. The chastening we receive 

may not be pleasant when we go through it, but it benefits us in the long run (12:11). 

 

Spiritual vitality is essential. Thus, we need to renew it (12:12, 13). If we do not, we will 

be like Esau who despised his birthright and only sought it when it was too late (12:16, 

17). 

 

The chapter closes with a contrast between the old and the new (12:18-29). All matters 

pertaining to the new are far superior to the old—not the least of which is its endurance. 

Since we have received a “kingdom which cannot be moved” we are to “serve God 

acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” 
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Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. Name the two things that will hinder us from running the race and give specific 

examples of each (12:1). 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Against what do we strive and how is this enemy manifest (12:4)? Think hard! 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How does God chasten His children (12:5-11)? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What can we learn from Esau’s bad example, specifically in regard to our birthright 

(12:16, 17)? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Find Old Testament passages that prophesied about the “kingdom which cannot be 

shaken” (12:28). Be prepared to discuss them. 



Hebrews 

Chapter 13 
 

Memory: 13:6 

 

Theme: Assorted Admonitions 

 

The final chapter of Hebrews is a hodgepodge of exhortations and warnings, beginning 

with brotherly love (13:1). Hospitality is commended in light of who you may “entertain” 

(13:2). The word “angels” may also be translated “messengers,” that is, teachers of the 

gospel as opposed to angelic beings from heaven. We are also to remember those 

imprisoned for the Lord’s sake and that marriage is honorable (13:3, 4). 

 

Next, the writer tells us to trust in the Lord, because He has promised to never leave us 

(13:5, 6). This is the same promise Joshua had as he went into Canaan Land (Josh. 

1:5). As he faced many difficult battles, he was reassured God was with him. When we 

face the challenges of life, we are to know God is with us. 

 

We are to follow the faithfulness of the elders and be steadfast just like Jesus (13:7-9). 

The Hebrews are especially admonished to remember that they had an altar that the 

Jews had no right to partake of, Jesus Christ (13:10-14). He suffered outside 

Jerusalem, symbolic for outside Judaism, that is, salvation is not found in that system. 

The Jews had a “continuing city” on earth, but not the Hebrew Christians. Their city was 

a heavenly one. 

 

Among the remaining exhortations is the one to “obey those who rule over you,” an 

obvious reference to submit to elders (13:17; cf. 1 Thes. 5:12, 13). The writer also 

asked for prayers and prayed for the blessings of God to be with his brethren (11:18-

25). 

  



Questions & Discussion 
 

Note Key Verses: 

 

 

 

1. Why should we remember the prisoners (13:3)? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How is marriage being dishonored in our society (13:4)? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Give specific things we have or will face through which the Lord helps us (13:5, 6). 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Christ is our “altar” (13:10-13). Read and explain John 6:51-58 in your own words. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. If the elders answer for our souls with grief, for whom will it be unprofitable (13:17)? 
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