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INTRODUCTION

Revelation is a book about which many are confused. This partly has to do with the nature of
the book since it is written in apocalyptic style. It is also largely due to false teachers spreading
error and/or promoting their pet theories from the book.

Apocalypse

The title of the book is Revelation or Apocalypse, which basically means “laying bear, making
naked” or “an uncovering.” The idea is that God is uncovering a message for His people.

Symbolic Language

The language of Revelation is highly symbolic. Notice what John says.

● “And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John” (Rev. 1:1).
● “Now a great sign appeared in heaven…” (Rev. 12:1).
● “And another sign appeared in heaven…” (Rev. 12:3).
● “Then I saw another sign in heaven…” (Rev. 15:1).

The signs were symbolic of the real. They did not necessarily translate into a literal person,
place, or thing. For instance, God is described as being like “jasper” and “sardius” (Rev. 4:3).

Numbers

Numbers are used extensively throughout the Revelation. A quick overview will help in
understanding some of the symbolism in the book.

● One (1) stands for unity and independence like the one mind of the ten kings (Rev.
17:12, 13).

● Two (2) implies strength as in Revelation 11:3, 4 where it talks about two witnesses. See
also Ecclesiastes 4:9-11.

● Three (3) is the number of completeness as it relates to divinity. Think of the Godhead or
the three woes of Revelation 8:13.

● Four (4) is completeness with reference to earthly matters; four corners and winds of the
earth (Rev. 7:1).

● Five (5) represents a short, definite period of time (Rev. 9:10; 1 Cor. 14:19).
● Seven (7) is the chief number for completeness or perfection. It appears 54 times in

Revelation. The seven churches of Asia are completely representative of all churches
(Rev. 1:4).

● Ten (10) is yet another complete number, representative of the whole. Notice the ten
horns and crowns of 13:1.

● Twelve (12) carries the connotation of religion. Think of 12 tribes or 12 apostles (Rev.
21:12).



Revelation

● Three and a half (3 ½) is incomplete and/or hardship. In Revelation 11:2, 3 we see 3 ½
years mentioned as a short time of misery. See also James 5:17.

When these numbers are combined or arranged in various ways they give us an idea of the
meaning behind the image. For instance, 12,000 from each tribe (Rev. 7:5-8). This number
derives from 10 x 10 x 12; completeness with a religious overtone; the fullness of God’s people,
if you will.

Basic Rules

First and foremost is what did it mean to the people who receive it (Rev. 1:4)? Did it have any
application to them or was it written in their day only to have meaning 2,000 years later? Logic
and reason dictate that God primarily meant for it to benefit the people who first received it.

Next, it is imperative to believe whatever is taught in the book of Revelation cannot contradict
what is taught elsewhere in Scripture.

Further, John made it clear the things written in the book were to “shortly take place” (Rev. 1:1;
22:6). He said the “time is near” (Rev. 1:3). Does that mean we are still looking for fulfillment in
our time or at some point still in the future? Certainly not for the overwhelming majority of the
book.

Finally, we must be cautious with the signs and symbols. Knowledge of Old Testament prophetic
language and signs is helpful. We cannot press an interpretation too forcefully. Also, we should
not get too caught up in details. Not every facet and aspect of the symbols have significance.

Message and Theme

During persecution and oppression under Roman rule, Christians were wondering if Christ and
His religion would survive.

The term “war” appears ten times in the book (Rev. 12:7). It gives us the picture of a battle
between good and evil, right and wrong. In the end, good triumphs over evil; the Savior and His
forces defeat the devil and his minions (Rev. 17:14).

The letter encourages Christians in their struggle. “Overcome” is used eight times in reference
to them (Rev. 2:7). It is hard for us to imagine the challenge they faced and all the trying
circumstances in which they found themselves. But we can know one thing, if the Lord was
there for them and gave them the strength to overcome what they went through, then He will be
there for us and provide us the strength to triumph as well (Heb. 13:5, 6).
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Revelation

INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW
Questions & Discussion

1. Can the book of Revelation be understood? Explain and use Bible passages to support your
answer.

2. What does “Revelation” mean?

3. Where was John when he wrote the book and what do you know about this place?

4. What world power was ruling when Revelation was written and what relationship did it have
with the Church?

5. Are there any key passages that you see are important to understanding the book?

6. What is the theme of the Revelation?
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Revelation

CHAPTER 1 SUMMARY

Revelation 1 nails down the basic time frame of the events discussed in the book. “The
Revelation [about]…things which must shortly take place” (Rev. 1:1). And the one who reads,
hears, and keeps these things is blessed (Rev. 1:3). Thus, it had its chief application and
fulfillment in the first century and shortly thereafter in the time to follow - not a multi-millennial
gap between revelation and fulfillment.

There are several key “characters” introduced right away, including churches, the Father, the
Holy Spirit, and Christ (Rev. 1:4-8).

John’s faithfulness to the Lord brought down the wrath of the Roman government (Rev. 1:9). He
shared this “tribulation” with saints the world over. This loyal servant of Jesus was permitted to
see a representation of Him in a vision and receive a message for the seven churches of Asia.

In this vision, John sees the majesty of Jesus with features that reveal His character and nature
(Rev. 1:13-17). The sight was awesome and mighty and caused shock and fear to overcome
John (Rev. 1:16, 17).

Jesus was among the churches, in control of them, and had a message they needed to hear
(Rev. 1:17-20).
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Revelation

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
Chapter 1

1. Select 1-3 key verses from chapter 1 & state briefly why they are key.

2. Who is blessed in 1:3? List a few other places where this is taught in the New Testament.

3. How does John identify with Christians in the seven churches (1:4, 5, 9)?

4. List the descriptions ascribed to the Lord in 1:13-16 and give a brief explanation of what
quality or characteristic each represents.

5. What does it mean that Jesus has the keys of Hades and of Death (1:18)?
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Revelation

CHAPTERS 2 & 3 SUMMARY

In this section of Revelation, Christ addressed each of the seven churches of Asia about their
situation. There are a few things that stand out in these letters that will help us as we examine
the churches of today, including the one of which we are a member.

The seven churches of Asia are really representative of all churches of all time. A church today
may not be the exact duplicate of one of these churches, but the principles and/or facts found
among them are found today. For instance, there are churches today that feel they are rich and
faithful, but are actually lukewarm (Rev. 3:14-17). Another church stands on its past reputation
while it is spiritually dead (Rev. 3:1, 2). We might find a church, though, that is spiritually active
in trying to do what is right, but is tolerating a false doctrine or the teachers of it (Rev. 2:14, 15).
Any combination may exist.

There is no collective organization among the churches of Asia. They had no headquarters and
no entity that tied them to one another. Each church acted independently and was addressed
individually by the Lord. In other words, there were no denominations in the first century. There
were no collective works, projects, or ministries joined in by multiple churches like we find today.

The churches were addressed publicly. Inasmuch as the Revelation would circulate not only
among the seven churches, but also to all other churches, the Lord did not hesitate to openly
address their situation. Some of what the Lord said was “positive.” But, He also had “negative”
things to say as well. He both commended and condemned. Such action was right and needed;
it is still right and needed.

A basic pattern is followed by Jesus as He speaks to each church. It is:

● Addressee (church)
● Identity of Christ (i.e. He who holds the seven stars)
● “I know”
● The good, if any.
● The bad, if any.
● Warning and/or exhortation.
● Promise.

Though each letter describes Jesus differently, He is still the only One addressing each church.
Too, though the promises are worded in various ways, they all mean the same thing – heaven.
That is, eating from the “tree of life” (2:7) is the same as the “crown of life” (2:10) is the same as
the “hidden manna” (2:17) is the same as “power over the nations” and the “morning star” (2:26,
28) and so on.
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Revelation

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
Chapters 2 & 3

1. How can a church leave its first love (2:4)?

2. What are the three good things noted about Smyrna and what can we learn from them (2:9)?

3. What sin did Pergamos & Thyatira have in common (2:12-29)?

4. How can a church have a name that it is alive, but actually be dead (3:1)? A Christian?

5. How would the Philadelphians keep from losing their crown (3:11)?

6. What was wrong with the Laodiceans (3:15-17)?
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Revelation

CHAPTERS 4-7 SUMMARY

Chapter 4

This magnificent section of Revelation gives us the picture of God on His throne. John is called
to witness the revelation as it unfolds (Rev. 4:1). God is in a position of power and none has or
will dethrone Him.

Chapter 5

In chapter five we are told about the victorious Lamb. God held a scroll in His right hand, the
hand of power, that was covered in writing. Someone was needed to open it; the Lion of the
tribe of Judah.

One thing worthy of note at this point is the mention of the harp in 5:8. Some have seen this as
authority to use instrumental music in the worship of the church. However, there are some
difficulties with this. First, this is a book of signs and symbols (Rev. 1:1). The harps are a
representation of something, not to be taken literally. Second, these things take place in heaven,
not on earth. Third, the Lamb is not literal, nor are the golden bowls of incense. If we take the
harp as literal and, therefore, as authorized for use in our worship today, then we must also use
incense.

Chapter 6

Next we see the opening of the first six seals. Each seal and the resulting actions are related to
the unfolding of God’s plan; from Christ conquering in the gospel to God’s judgment on the
persecutors of the saints.

Chapter 7

To prepare for the judgment to come, God has the faithful marked (Rev. 7:1-8). The 144,000
represent all the redeemed on earth. The numbers are symbolic of the complete “house of
God,” all of spiritual Israel (cf. Gal. 3:26-29; 6:16; Rom. 2:28, 29).

The victorious came out of the “great tribulation,” the persecution enacted by the Romans. Their
victory was possible because of the blood of the Lamb (cf. 1 Jn. 1:7-9). God will now grant them
rest and peace (Rev. 7:16, 17).
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Revelation

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
Chapters 4-7

1. Of what Old Testament event does 4:5 remind you and then what does this mean about the
scene before us?

2. Discuss the scroll of 5:1; what is on the scroll, what significance is there to it being written on
inside and on the back & having seven seals?

3. Do you see any contrast between wheat & barley versus oil and wine (6:6)? If so, any idea on
what impact wheat & barley prices have on what group in society?

4. What were the souls under the altar told and why (6:9-11)?

5. What are the angels commanded not to do and why (7:1-3)?

6. Discuss the nature of the prayers and meaning of the censer being thrown down to the earth
(8:3-5).
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Revelation

CHAPTERS 8-11 SUMMARY

Revelation 4-7 give us a picture of God being in control and the Lamb fulfilling God’s purposes.
In the next section, chapters 8-11, John writes about the opening of the seventh seal.

Chapter 8

The first four trumpets sound judgment on natural elements (Rev. 8). The seventh seal begins
with silence in heaven. This is to arrest the attention of John and the reader. The saints offer up
their prayers to God and He answers.

Chapter 9

The fifth and sixth trumpets sound judgment against mankind in chapter 9. The fallen star is
Satan who has limited power (9:1; Lk. 10:18).

The sixth trumpet sounds God’s use of armies to punish the wicked (9:13-21). Notice, this is not
the end, because they are given the opportunity to repent; something that will not happen on the
Day of Judgment (2 Pet. 3:9-12; Matt. 25:1-13).

Chapter 10

In chapter 10, an angel gives John a “little book” to eat. It is a “worldwide” judgment as indicated
by him standing on the sea and land. The time for judgment has come at this point and the
“mystery” is finished (Rev. 10:6, 7). John then eats the “little book” (10:8-11). This is not the
same book as found in chapter 5. In eating it, it is both sweet and bitter.

Chapter 11

The sounding of the seventh trumpet is preceded by the marking of God’s people and a
reassurance that truth will prevail (Rev. 11). Nothing will defeat God and His Son, our Savior.
Hence, we must be absolutely sure we are allied with the Lamb.

ImplantedWord.com/revelation
9

https://implantedword.com/revelation


Revelation

Questions & Discussion
Chapters 8-11

1. Discuss the nature of the prayers and meaning of the censer being thrown down to the earth
(8:3-5).

2. What can we learn from a “third” of something being affected (8:7-13)?

3. What can we learn about this judgment if the rest of mankind did not repent (9:20, 21)?

4. Why did John eat the little book and what did it do to him (10:8-11)?

5. What is the fate of the two witnesses and how do the people of the world react (11:7-10)?

6. What can we learn from the final fate of the two witnesses (11:11-14)?
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Revelation

CHAPTER 12 SUMMARY

The first eleven chapters of Revelation are general in nature. Chapters 1-3 are foundational,
while 4-11 show us the fight between good and evil.

The second half of the book (12-22) addresses specific issues in the spiritual war. God’s enemy
is identified as the Roman Empire. The Lamb and the faithful fight wickedness. And, there is a
bitter, bloody battle with a decisive victory going to God.

In chapters twelve to fourteen we learn about the dragon, woman, and the child; the two beasts;
and judgment from heaven.

Dragon, Woman, & Child

The dragon sought to devour the child born to the woman (Rev. 12:1-6). The woman represents
the faithful remnant of God’s people (cf. Mic. 4:9, 10; 5:2, 3).

The dragon is identified as Satan in 12:9, who tries to destroy the Child. His fiery red
appearance indicates his murderous character.

The woman flees into the wilderness, a place of refuge (12:6). The length of time, 1,260 days
(42 months or 3 ½ years), indicates severe persecution (Rev. 11:3; 13:5).

God’s forces now fight the dragon, including Michael the angel (Rev. 12:7-12). Satan and his
angels they were cast out (Rev. 12:9; cf. Jn. 12:31; 14:30). The devil’s attention then turned to
the earth where he deceived the people (cf. Jn. 8:44).

In Revelation 12:13-17, the dragon turns on the woman and her offspring. He relentlessly
pursued them to destroy each one.
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Revelation

Questions & Discussion
Chapter 12

1. Identify the woman and the child (12:1, 2).

2. What did the dragon want to do (12:4)? Any idea why?

3. Who is the dragon and what can we learn about him from Rev. 12:7-9? What else can we
learn about him from the New Testament?

4. How did the brethren overcome the dragon (12:10, 11) and what practical lesson can we
learn from this?

5. Where did the dragon turn his attention and what was he trying to do (12:13-15)?

6. Who are the offspring of the woman (12:17)?
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Revelation

CHAPTER 13 SUMMARY

In Revelation 13 we learn that Satan supported the two beasts. These beasts also supported
one another. The question is, who or what are the beasts? Why are they in league together?
What does the mark of the beast indicate?

The Beast of The Sea

Satan gave authority to the beast of the sea (Rev. 13:1-10).

Note: In some translations the word “I” appears but it should actually be “he” in verse one. So, it
would read, “Then he stood on the sand of the sea.” The “he” is the dragon, Satan.

The beast rising out of the sea is satanic; moved and motivated by the devil. It represents the
Roman Empire. This beast was mortally wounded, then healed, received worship, and was
believed to be invincible (Rev. 13:4). In Revelation 13:5-7, the beast rebels against God and
persecutes the saints; making war on them.

The Beast of The Earth

In the latter half of Revelation 13, the beast from the earth supports the beast from the sea. This
beast arises from the earth (Rev. 13:11). If you go back to Revelation 12:15, 16, you will see that
the dragon, Satan, spewed forth a torrent of lies and false doctrine. From this cesspool of
religious poison came a false religion of a specific nature.

Later in Revelation, the two beasts are mentioned further, but notice that the second one is
identified as the “false prophet” (Rev. 16:13; 19:20; 20:10). This shows us that this second beast
is religious in nature.

Finally, we come to the “mark of the beast” (Rev. 13:16-18). Consider this: God marked His
people in Revelation 7:3. This is the counterpoint to that. It was used to some degree to control
commerce. The number given is 666. What does this mean? Seven is symbolic of perfect. Six is
one short of it. Three sixes gives the idea of that which is imperfect striving to reach the level of
deity—often represented by the number 3 (think of the Godhead; Father, Son, Holy Spirit).
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Revelation

Questions & Discussion
Chapter 13

1. The beast has blasphemous names on his heads (13:1). With an understanding of the history
behind the book, to what could this refer?

2. Compare the image of the beast in 13:2 to Daniel 7. What is similar and what can we learn
about the identity of this beast?

3. Who did people also worship as they worshiped the beast (13:4)? Any lessons for us today?

4. Can you identify this second beast (13:11, 12)?

5. What is this beast’s purpose (13:13-15)?

6. What is the mark of the beast and what do you think it means (13:16-18)?
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Revelation

CHAPTER 14 SUMMARY

Revelation 14 is a fantastic chapter that has a great deal of action that fascinates the mind. The
chapter is not, however, beyond our ability to understand and from which to learn.

The Lamb & The Redeemed

This chapter opens with the Lamb standing with the 144,000 (Rev. 14:1-5). There is not a literal
Lamb here. Rather, this is symbolic language to describe the Son of God; the One offered in
sacrifice for the sins of men (Jn. 1:29). The 144,000 represent the saved, follow the Lamb by
listening to Him, and are the firstfruits.

If we were to take all of this as literal language, we would be forced to conclude there will only
be 144,000 male virgins who never lied in heaven. This is simply not so and totally incompatible
with the rest of the Bible. Thus, we are confident this is symbolic language.

The Angels & Judgment

The angels now declare judgment (Rev. 14:6-13). One angel brings the “everlasting gospel.”
This is none other than the gospel of Christ, that which will not fade away (1 Pet. 1:23-25). The
hour of judgment is announced and, of course, the fall of Babylon was due to her sins.

The ones that receive the mark of the beast will suffer punishment. God will not allow them to
escape. Rather, they will “have no rest.” The saints, however, will rest (Rev. 14:13). They will
rest from their dedicated labors to the Lord.

Harvest Of The Earth

In the last section of Revelation 14, we learn about the harvest of the earth (Rev. 14:14-20). The
Son of Man is on a cloud and simply represents Jesus judging the earth. The righteous are
harvested (Rev. 14:15, 16). At the same time the unrighteous are being “harvested” as well
(Rev. 14:17-20).
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Revelation

Questions & Discussion
Chapter 14

1. Revelation 14:1-5 is used to support two false doctrines. Name one and how can it can be
proved false from these verses?

2. What three things are the people of the earth told to do, where is this message found, and
how can these be done (Rev. 14:6, 7)?

3. What is “Babylon” and what had she done (Rev. 14:8)? Elaborate.

4. What will the worshipers of the beast be made to do (Rev. 14:9, 10)? Identify the irony with
what was discussed previously.

5. Explain Revelation 14:12.

6. How do works follow those who are dead (Rev. 14:13)? What should we take away from this?
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Revelation

CHAPTERS 15 & 16 SUMMARY

Chapter 15

In Revelation 15 the seven bowls of wrath are introduced. There are seven angels who hold the
seven plagues. Those who are victorious over the beast sing the “song of Moses…and the song
of the Lamb” as they stand on the sea of glass. The latter part of Revelation 15 portrays seven
angels with seven plagues (Rev. 15:5-8). They bring divine judgment—a judgment that is certain
to come.

Chapter 16

The first four bowls of God’s wrath deal with nature (Rev. 16:1-9). The wrath comes as a
consequence to the sins of men. In these judgments God is declared to be just (Rev. 16:6, 7). It
is just because these men who are suffering are wicked men; those who shed the blood of the
New Testament saints and prophets (Rev. 16:5).

The last three bowls of wrath in Revelation 16:10-21, address moral and political symbols. The
throne of the beast is assaulted and his kingdom is plunged into darkness. This may be the idea
that he can no longer guide his empire; it is falling apart.

The sixth bowl is poured out on the river Euphrates (Rev. 16:12-16). Unclean spirits come from
three sources, the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. They are gathering the forces of evil
for a battle, the results of which we read about in Revelation 19:19-21.

Armageddon is mentioned in Revelation 16:16 as the place of battle. Many false teachers have
speculated about this and stirred people into a frenzy. As with so much else in Revelation, this is
a symbolic reference rooted in the Old Testament.

Finally, the seventh bowl is poured out on the air (Rev. 16:17). This is Satan’s realm as he is
described as “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2). God wins, Satan loses.
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Revelation

Questions & Discussion
Chapters 15 & 16

1. Who are those mentioned in 15:2-4, what is their condition and what can we learn from it?

2. What message is conveyed in the first four plagues?

3. What message is conveyed in the last three plagues?

4. Read Judges 4, 5, 7. Can you draw a conclusion on the meaning of Armageddon? What is it?
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Revelation

CHAPTERS 17 & 18 SUMMARY

Chapter 17

Revelation 17 introduces us to the great harlot. She stands in contrast to the woman of the
wilderness from Revelation 12. Her dominion is on the many waters; she rules over “peoples,
multitudes, nations, and tongues” (Rev. 17:1, 15). These men are intoxicated with her and all
she has to offer.

She sits on the beast (Rev. 13:1). There is great luxury and opulence with her (gold, precious
stones, etc.), but she is desolate (wilderness). The cup in her hand is gold, very appealing, but
full of abominations (toxic).

This woman on the beast appears very appealing, but is revealed to be a harlot (Rev. 17:5); and
is drunk with the blood of the saints. Therefore, she is condemned by God.

Remember, the letter of Revelation was written to Christians in the first century. Its primary
application was to them, not us. Just like 1 Corinthians was written to the church at Corinth and
was first pertinent to them. We can learn from these letters, but let us avoid trying to make
Revelation primarily applicable to present-day events.

NOTE: Revelation 18 and part of 19 discuss Babylon’s destruction. In the rest of 19 and on
through 20 we read about Christ’s victory and how the faithful will partake in it.

Chapter 18

The message of Revelation 18:1-19:10 is the complete downfall of Babylon at the hand of God.
Babylon, Rome, is extremely corrupt (Rev. 18:1-8). It is doomed because of its iniquities that
infested the “great city,” including the kings and merchants.

Those whom Babylon corrupted mourn over her fall, while the righteous rejoice (Rev. 18:9-20).
Revelation 18:21-24, tells us Babylon was to sink like a millstone, never to rise again. This is an
image of the Roman Empire sinking into oblivion. When it fell, it fell forever.
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Revelation

Questions & Discussion
Chapters 17 & 18

1. Who is the great harlot and what are some characteristics we can learn from the description
given in 17:1-6?

2. Define and explain what it means to be “called,” “chosen,” and “faithful” (17:14).

3. What does it mean that the kings of the earth committed fornication with the harlot (18:3)?

4. What are the people of God to do and why (18:4)? Where else is this taught?

5. What is the principle found in 18:6, 7 and how does it apply in our lives?

6. Who can rejoice at her fall (18:20)? Does this have any application for today? Explain.
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Revelation

CHAPTER 19 SUMMARY

The “great multitude” praise God for the defeat of Babylon (Rev. 19:1-10). The harlot is judged
and condemned and God is praised for bringing her down. Then comes a beautiful scene, the
marriage of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9). At this point there is a betrothal of the wife and the Lamb,
similar to Joseph and Mary’s relationship when she was found with child (Matt. 1:18, 20). The
marriage is fulfilled in Revelation 21.

John is so overwhelmed by what he is seeing that he falls down to worship the angel (Rev.
19:10). The angel stops him and tells John to worship God, the only one worthy of worship.

Just as God defeated Rome, so He will defeat all His enemies. The message of Babylon’s fall
gave great courage and hope to saints in the first century. It also gives us assurance that God
will triumph in the end.

Jesus is a warrior king as He sits on a white horse (Rev. 19:11-16). He is described as Faithful
and True, something inherent in His nature (cf. Rev. 13:9, 14). As He goes out, He “judges and
makes war.”

The Lord is identified as “The Word of God” (Rev. 19:13). This agrees with John 1:1-3, where
He is the Word that was from the beginning with God and was God. The other designation
applied to Him is “King of kings and Lord of lords.” He is above all and has the right to rule over
all; none can overthrow Him.

The next scene described in Revelation 19:17-21 is that of the “supper of the great God.” There
is an invitation to the birds to come and feast on the flesh of the Lord’s enemies (Rev. 19:17,
19). The beast, kings, and their armies gather for the battle, but are utterly defeated by Christ.
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Revelation

Questions & Discussion
Chapter 19

1. Who rejoiced over the judgment of the harlot (19:1-7)?

2. In light of this, how should we react to the fall of a corrupt nation?

3. For what was John admonished and what implication does this have on Jehovah’s Witness
doctrine regarding the nature of Jesus (19:10)?

4. List the “names” given to the one on the white horse and briefly explain them (19:11-16).

5. What is the picture described in 19:17-21 and what is ironic about it (cf. 16:12-16)?

6. What is the overall message of chapter 19?
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Revelation

CHAPTER 20 SUMMARY

Chapter 20

In Revelation 20, we see the aftermath of the Lord’s victory. Satan is bound and cast into a
bottomless pit (Rev. 20:1-3). The pit, key, and chain are all symbolic. They represent the fact
that God limited the sphere of authority of the devil. He lost his allies, the beast and false
prophet; and suffered loss in the victory of the saints.

What is the 1,000 years? Remember, the book is filled with signs; things that are representative
of something else. The numbers in this book are often symbolic. The 144,000 of chapter 7 is not
a literal number of those who are Christ’s. Rather, it represents all of the redeemed. The 1,000
years is not a literal time frame, but symbolic of a fully complete era in which Satan is limited in
his sphere of operation.

In Revelation 20:4-6, we read of the reign of Christ. Then the revelation quickly fast forwards
from the downfall of Satan and his cohorts in Roman times to some point in the future when he
is cast into eternal punishment.

The final section of Revelation 20 is the judgment that pictures God sitting on a great white
throne. All are judged by two books: the Book of Life and another book, which is God’s word.
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Questions & Discussion
Chapter 20

1. What is the second death (20:6)? What is the first?

2. What do Premillennialists use 20:4-6 to teach and why is it false?

3. What happens to God’s enemies and what lessons can we take from this (20:7-10)?

4. How will men be judged and what does this mean for us & our neighbors (20:12, 13)?

5. What two things last until this judgment and how does this impact the AD 70 doctrine (20:13)?
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CHAPTERS 21 & 22 SUMMARY

By Revelation 21 the destruction of God’s enemies is complete. Babylon was defeated in
Revelation 18:20, the beast and false prophet in 19:20, and Satan in 20:10. The last two
chapters give us a glimpse of the Christian’s eternal home. No doubt, this encouraged those
Christians who first received the letter as they were under such heavy persecution.

Chapter 21

Chapter 21 begins with a look at the “new heavens and a new earth” (Rev. 21:1-8). Our
existence there will be like none we have ever known (Rev. 21:4). All tears will be wiped away.
There will be no death, sorrow, crying, or pain. This picture of bliss is balanced with the stark
reality of the lost. They will experience great torment in the lake of fire (Rev. 21:8).

The outside of New Jerusalem is described as decorated with precious jewels and stones,
having beauty beyond comparison. The inside of the city is just as splendid and brings great
awe and joy to the child of God. The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are both the temple and
light of the city.

Chapter 22

In New Jerusalem is the “river of the water of life” as well as the tree of life (Rev. 22:1, 2). The
curse is removed, the curse of sin and separation from God is completely absent. It is truly
paradise regained! In the endless day, the saints shall reign with their Lord.

The final segment of Revelation is both an exhortation and warning (22:6-21). The ones who
received the message of the book—destruction for God’s enemies and deliverance for God’s
children—could accept it or reject it. If they rejected it, the angel declares let him be unjust and
filthy still. The ones who accepted it were to continue to be righteous and holy.

The Lord tells John He is coming quickly. John’s exuberant reply is, “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). Can we say the same?
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Questions & Discussion
Chapters 21 & 22

1. What practical application does 21:4 have for you? Example: “I will not have to deal with heart
problems any more.” Feel free to list more than one.

2. How has the relationship of God, man, and the temple changed in 21:22?

3. Of what does Revelation 22:1-5 remind you? Compare and contrast please.

4. How are verses 6, 7, & 10 important to understanding the overall meaning of the book?

5. Explain the principle stated in Revelation 22:18, 19.
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